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WELCOME GoingSolo.Life

Welcome to Budapest.
Budapest is two cities that became one in 1873 and still feel like it. Buda climbs the Castle Hill on the west bank of the
Danube; Pest spreads flat to the east, its grand boulevards and ruin bars and covered market halls operating at a pace
that rewards the traveller who slows down enough to feel it. The thermal baths have been running since the sixteenth
century. The Jewish Quarter contains the largest synagogue in Europe and the most atmospheric bar scene on the
continent. The Parliament building across the river is so large and so ornate that it looks designed to be seen from
precisely where you're standing. This guide gives you 48 hours built around how Budapest actually works — which
side of the river in the morning, which bath to choose, where to eat well without getting taken.

How to Use This Guide
■  Read through once before you land — get the shape of both days in mind.
■  Day 1 starts on the Pest side — the Market Hall, the Jewish Quarter, Parliament.
■  Day 2 crosses the river to Buda — Castle Hill, Fisherman's Bastion, a thermal bath.
■  Book the Széchenyi or Gellért bath ahead on weekends — they fill fast.
■  The ruin bars open late and close late. Plan your last morning accordingly.

Essential Quick Facts
Currency Hungarian Forint (HUF). Cards widely accepted. ATMs give better rates than exchange booths.
Transport Budapest Card covers metro, trams, buses + museum discounts. Metro M1/M2/M3/M4.
Weather Continental climate. Hot summers, cold winters. A layer year-round; umbrella always.
Time Zone CET (UTC+1) winter · CEST (UTC+2) summer.
Emergency 112 for all emergencies. Tourist police: +36 1 438 8080.
Tipping 10% in restaurants. Not expected at thermal baths.
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DAY ONE

Great Market Hall · Jewish Quarter · Parliament
Start where Budapest feeds itself, move through the neighbourhood that carries the city's most complex history, and end the
evening at the building that defines the Danube skyline. Day One stays on the Pest side — compact, walkable, and dense
with things worth seeing.

MORNING  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
9:00 AM

Great Market Hall (Nagyvásárcsarnok)
The largest and finest covered market in Hungary, built in 1897 at the foot of Váci Street. Three levels: fresh produce,
butchers, and dairy on the ground floor; paprika, embroidery, and Hungarian specialities on the upper gallery; a row of lángos
(deep-fried flatbread with toppings) stalls on the top that constitute one of the best breakfasts in Budapest. Arrive before
10am on Saturday for the full experience.

Insider tip: The lángos stalls on the upper level are the correct breakfast. Order with sour cream and cheese. The paprika
vendors sell the best Hungarian paprika in the city at market prices — buy it here, not at the tourist shops.

10:30 AM

Váci Street to Vörösmarty Square
Walk north along Váci Street — Budapest's main pedestrian shopping artery — to Vörösmarty Square. The square is the
gathering point of central Pest, anchored by the Gerbeaud café which has been operating since 1858. The walk itself is worth
less than the destination: Vörösmarty is the better place to orient yourself at street level.

Insider tip: Gerbeaud is expensive by Budapest standards but correct for a coffee and pastry at least once. The Dobos torte —
layers of sponge, chocolate buttercream, and caramel — was invented in Budapest in 1884 and is the benchmark here.

12:00 PM

Jewish Quarter — Seventh District
Walk east from Deák Ferenc Square into the Seventh District. The Great Synagogue on Dohány Street is the largest in Europe
and the second largest in the world — the interior is extraordinary, the memorial garden behind it essential. The surrounding
streets form Budapest's historic Jewish quarter: the memorials, the market halls, and then, from late afternoon, the ruin bars
that have made this neighbourhood famous across Europe.

Insider tip: The Great Synagogue requires a ticket; book at greatsynagogue.hu to avoid the queue. The memorial sculpture in the
garden behind — a weeping willow made of metal with the names of Holocaust victims on each leaf — is one of the most
affecting public memorials in Central Europe.
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AFTERNOON  1:00 PM – 6:00 PM
1:00 PM

Lunch in the Jewish Quarter
The Seventh District has excellent lunch options at every price point. Macesz Bistro on Dob Street for modern
Jewish-Hungarian cooking in a room that feels appropriately local — the chopped liver toast and the cholent are the orders.
Or Kőleves (Stonewall) on Kazinczy Street for a more casual lunch in a garden courtyard that operates as a neighbourhood
gathering point.

Insider tip: The Jewish Quarter at lunchtime is noticeably calmer than in the evening. The streets are more walkable, the
courtyards are open, and the architectural details of the Eclectic-era buildings are easier to see without the crowds.

2:30 PM

St. Stephen's Basilica & Andrássy Avenue
Walk west to St. Stephen's Basilica — Budapest's largest church, housing the mummified right hand of the country's first
king. The dome climb (360° views over the city) is worth the effort. Then walk north along Andrássy Avenue — Budapest's
answer to the Champs-Élysées, a UNESCO-listed boulevard of Neo-Renaissance palaces leading to Heroes' Square. The
Hungarian State Opera House is at the avenue's midpoint.

Insider tip: The Opera House offers guided tours at 3pm and 4pm daily — one of the best-value cultural experiences in Budapest.
The interior is legitimately extraordinary. Book at opera.hu or buy at the door.

4:30 PM

Heroes' Square & City Park
The avenue ends at Heroes' Square — a monumental public space with the Millennium Monument at its centre, flanked by
the Museum of Fine Arts and the Hall of Art. Behind it, City Park contains Vajdahunyad Castle (a pastiche of Hungarian
architectural styles, built for the 1896 Millennium Exhibition) and the Széchenyi Thermal Bath. Allow thirty minutes in the
park.

Insider tip: Vajdahunyad Castle was intended as a temporary structure for the millennium celebrations and was so popular it was
rebuilt permanently. The agricultural museum inside is less important than the exterior, which is best photographed in the late
afternoon light.

EVENING  7:30 PM – LATE
7:30 PM

Parliament & Kossuth Square at Dusk
Walk back toward the river to see the Parliament building from the Danube bank as the lights come on. The building is
extraordinary in daylight but genuinely overwhelming at dusk and after dark, when the exterior illumination turns the
Neo-Gothic façade gold over the river. The interior can be visited on guided tours; book at parlament.hu for the next morning.

Insider tip: The view from the Pest embankment at the Parliament is the defining Budapest photograph. Best between 30
minutes before and 30 minutes after sunset. The Chain Bridge and the Castle Hill are visible to the south in the same frame.

9:00 PM

Ruin Bars — Szimpla Kert & the Seventh District
Szimpla Kert on Kazinczy Street is the original and most famous ruin bar — a former factory courtyard filled with mismatched
furniture, art installations, and bars serving palinka and local beer. It opens at noon but reaches its best self after 9pm.
Instant, Fogas Ház, and Ellátó Kert are nearby and each worth finding.

Insider tip: Ruin bars are Budapest's genuine contribution to global bar culture. They occupy abandoned buildings and
courtyards in the Seventh District that were not redeveloped after communism. The original buildings are visible through the
décor.
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DAY TWO

Castle Hill · Fisherman's Bastion · Thermal Bath
Cross the Danube. Day Two climbs to the hill that was Budapest before Budapest was Budapest, descends to the Chain
Bridge, and ends in thermal water that has been heated by the same geological forces for a thousand years.

MORNING  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
9:00 AM

Buda Castle & Royal Palace
Take the Castle Bus (Várbusz) or the Sikló funicular from Adam Clark Square to Castle Hill. The Royal Palace houses the
Hungarian National Gallery and the Budapest History Museum; the palace complex itself is the primary destination. Walk the
Baroque streets of the Castle District — cobblestoned lanes, medieval house facades, and the Trinity Column at the centre.
The best hour on Castle Hill is the first one, before the tour groups arrive.

Insider tip: The Sikló funicular runs from the Chain Bridge approach to Castle Hill — a short but beautiful ride with Danube
views. A single ticket costs around 1,200 HUF. The walk up via the castle stairs is free and takes ten minutes.

10:30 AM

Fisherman's Bastion & Matthias Church
Walk to the north end of Castle Hill for Fisherman's Bastion — a Neo-Romanesque terrace built at the turn of the twentieth
century and one of the finest elevated viewpoints in Central Europe. The seven towers represent the seven Magyar tribes.
The Danube panorama — Parliament directly opposite, Chain Bridge below, Pest spread flat to the east — is the defining view
of Budapest. Matthias Church, immediately adjacent, has been the coronation church of Hungarian kings since the fourteenth
century.

Insider tip: Fisherman's Bastion has a small entry fee for the upper terraces. The view from the lower level is free and almost as
good. Come before 10am to have the terrace to yourself. The interior of Matthias Church is extraordinary — the Neo-Gothic
renovation preserved medieval frescoes that were hidden under whitewash for 150 years.

12:00 PM

Gellért Hill & Liberation Monument
Descend Castle Hill and walk south along the Buda embankment to Gellért Hill. The climb takes twenty minutes on foot and
ends at the Liberation Monument — a woman holding a palm leaf, visible from across the city. The panorama from the citadel
at the top is wider than Fisherman's Bastion and less photographed.

Insider tip: The Liberty Bridge (Szabadság híd) at the base of Gellért Hill is the most beautiful of Budapest's bridges — an Art
Nouveau iron structure built in 1896. Walk across it for the Danube view and to reach the Pest side for lunch.
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AFTERNOON  1:00 PM – 6:00 PM
1:00 PM

Lunch in the Fifth District or Ráday Street
Kereszt Étterem on Ráday Street in the Ninth District for reliable Hungarian home cooking at fair prices — goose leg, pörkölt,
cold cherry soup. Or the food stalls at Belvárosi Piac (Inner City Market) for a faster, more casual lunch with local produce.

Insider tip: Ráday Street is one of the more liveable streets in Pest — a long pedestrian stretch of cafés, restaurants, and
bookshops connecting the inner city to the Ninth District. Worth walking the full length.

2:30 PM

Széchenyi Thermal Bath
The largest thermal bath complex in Europe, in City Park, built in Neo-Baroque style in 1913. The outdoor pools are the main
draw — chess boards are set up on floating trays in the warm mineral water, and the chess players are not performing for
tourists. Allow two hours minimum. Weekday afternoons are calmer than weekends.

Insider tip: Book online at szechenyibath.hu at least a day ahead on weekends. Bring flip-flops, a towel, and a swimming cap
(required in the indoor pools). Lockers require a 1,000 HUF deposit. The outdoor pool temperature is around 38°C year-round.

5:00 PM

Chain Bridge & Evening Walk
Walk the Chain Bridge at dusk — the first permanent bridge between Buda and Pest, opened in 1849, still carrying the
psychological weight of unifying the two cities. The views in both directions are the finest available on foot in Budapest. Cross
to the Pest side and walk south along the Danube embankment.

Insider tip: The lion sculptures at each tower of the Chain Bridge have no tongues — a popular story claims the sculptor threw
himself in the Danube in shame when he noticed. The story is not true, but the lions are still worth examining.

EVENING  7:30 PM – LATE
7:30 PM

Final Dinner & Late Budapest
Borkonyha (Wine Kitchen) on Sas Street for one of the best Hungarian wine programs in the city alongside a menu that takes
seasonal sourcing seriously. Or Babel on Piarista Köz for modern Hungarian fine dining — the most ambitious kitchen
currently in Budapest. For something less formal: Kispiac Bisztró on Hold Street, a neighbourhood bistro with good prices and
a regular local crowd.

Insider tip: Budapest's dinner culture starts late — 8pm is normal. Reservations at Borkonyha and Babel are essential. The ruin
bars open into the early hours and the city's nightlife is among the best in Central Europe. Plan the morning after accordingly.
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WHERE TO EAT

The No-Tourist-Trap Food Guide
Prices per person, excluding drinks. If it's on Váci Street, keep walking.

BREAKFAST & COFFEE

Centrál Kávéház €5–12
V. district · Károlyi Mihály utca 9
Budapest's finest traditional coffee house — marble tables, high ceilings, newspapers on wooden holders. The correct coffee
house breakfast: strong coffee, fresh bread, ham, and a soft-boiled egg.

My Little Melbourne €4–8
Multiple locations incl. VI. district
Budapest's benchmark specialty coffee. Australian ownership, precise brewing, no tourist overlay.

LUNCH

Macesz Bistro €14–22
VII. district · Dob utca 26
Modern Jewish-Hungarian cooking. Chopped liver toast, cholent, goose liver. Book ahead for weekend lunch.

Kőleves (Stonewall) €10–18
VII. district · Kazinczy utca 37–49
Garden courtyard bistro in the heart of the ruin bar district. Solid Hungarian-international menu, genuinely local crowd.

Great Market Hall — Lángos €3–6
IX. district · Fővám tér 1–3
Upper level stalls. Deep-fried flatbread with sour cream and cheese. The correct Budapest breakfast or lunch. Queue and
order at the counter.

DINNER

Borkonyha (Wine Kitchen) €30–50
V. district · Sas utca 3
One of the best Hungarian wine programs in the city, alongside a seasonal menu that takes sourcing seriously. Book ahead.
Michelin-recognised.

Babel €55–80
V. district · Piarista köz 2
The most ambitious kitchen in Budapest. Modern Hungarian fine dining in a beautiful room. Book well ahead.

Kispiac Bisztró €20–35
V. district · Hold utca 13
Neighbourhood bistro near the Hold Street Market. Fair prices, good cooking, local crowd. Reliable walk-in option.
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Gerbeaud €8–18
V. district · Vörösmarty tér 7
Budapest's most historic café (1858). Expensive by Budapest standards; worth it once for the Dobos torte and the room itself.
Tourist-heavy but not a tourist trap.

Kadeau Budapest €45–70
V. district
Nordic-influenced seasonal cooking. One of the most interesting menus in the city. Book ahead.

BARS & RUIN BARS

Szimpla Kert €3–8
VII. district · Kazinczy utca 14
The original ruin bar. Former factory courtyard, mismatched furniture, art installations. Best after 9pm. Open daily from noon.

Instant / Fogas Ház €4–10
VII. district
Two interconnected ruin bar complexes on Akácfa Street. Multiple rooms, multiple bars, enormous — best for an extended
evening.

Doblo Wine Bar €6–14
VII. district · Dob utca 20
Hungarian wine bar in the Jewish Quarter. Excellent selection of Tokaji and Eger wines. One of the better places to
understand what Hungarian wine can do.

Bar Pharma €8–14
V. district · Hold utca 7
Serious cocktail bar in the inner city. One of the best bar programs in Budapest, low-key and neighbourhood.

A Note on Eating in Budapest
Prices are significantly lower than Western Europe. Tipping 10% is correct. Forint is preferred at markets and smaller spots.
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NAVIGATING BUDAPEST

Metro, Trams & Getting Around
Budapest's public transport is comprehensive and inexpensive. The metro covers most visitor areas; the trams run along
both embankments and connect the inner city to the outer districts. A Budapest Card gives unlimited travel plus museum
discounts — the 48h card is the right choice for this itinerary.

Metro Lines You Will Actually Use
M1 (Yellow)
Vörösmarty tér to Heroes' Square and Széchenyi Thermal Bath. The oldest metro in continental Europe (1896). Runs under
Andrássy Avenue.

M2 (Red)
East–west spine. Keleti (main train station) to Batthyány tér (Buda). Crosses the river — useful for Castle Hill access.

M3 (Blue)
North–south under the Pest side. Connects the bus station to the inner city.

M4 (Green)
Connects Kelenföldi (Buda) to Keleti via the city centre. Useful for the airport bus connection.

Essential Trams
Tram 2
Runs along the Pest embankment — the most scenic tram in the city. From Jászai Mari tér south past Parliament to the Great
Market Hall.

Tram 19 / 41
Buda embankment trams — from Batthyány tér south to the Gellért Thermal Bath.

Practical Tips
■  Validate your ticket before boarding. Inspectors are frequent; fines are 16,000 HUF.
■  The Budapest Card (48h ~€28) covers unlimited BKK transport plus museum discounts — buy at the airport or any metro station.
■  Taxis: use Bolt (formerly Taxify) or FőTaxi. Never accept unmarked taxis — overcharging tourists is a known issue.
■  Budapest Airport (BEL): Bus 100E to Deák Ferenc tér, 35 minutes, 900 HUF. Most direct option.
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CONTINGENCY

Backup Plans
Budapest in the rain is one of the best cities in Central Europe.

Gellért Thermal Bath
The most beautiful thermal bath complex in Budapest — an Art Nouveau palace on the Buda embankment, opened 1918. The
indoor pools are extraordinary. Weekdays are calmer than weekends. Book at gellertbath.hu.

Hungarian National Museum
Budapest's principal history museum, on Múzeum körút. The coronation jewels of the Hungarian kings, the crown of St.
Stephen, and a comprehensive survey of Hungarian history from prehistoric times to 1990. Free on selected days.

Museum of Fine Arts
Encyclopedic European art collection at Heroes' Square — El Greco, Raphael, Rembrandt, and the largest collection of
Spanish Old Masters outside Spain. Free on selected days at mfab.hu.

Hungarian National Gallery
Housed in the Royal Palace on Castle Hill — the most complete collection of Hungarian fine art from medieval panel paintings
to 20th-century modernism. The view from the terraces across the Danube is alone worth the visit.

Dohány Street Synagogue (interior)
The largest synagogue in Europe seats 3,000. The interior is a remarkable fusion of Moorish and Byzantine influences
designed by Ludwig Förster in 1859. The museum in the annex contains significant Judaica. Book at greatsynagogue.hu.

Queue-Beating Strategies
→ Széchenyi Bath: Book online at szechenyibath.hu. Weekend mornings are the busiest.
→ Parliament: Book at parlament.hu well ahead. English tours fill up quickly.
→ Great Synagogue: Buy online at greatsynagogue.hu to skip the box office queue.
→ Castle Hill: Take the Várbusz from Moszkva tér to avoid the Sikló queue on busy days.
→ Ruin Bars: Szimpla is least crowded at noon–3pm or after midnight.
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KNOW YOUR CITY

Know Your Districts
Budapest is divided into 23 numbered districts. Here are the eight that matter for your 48 hours.

V. Belváros-Lipótváros
INNER CITY & PARLIAMENT

The commercial and tourist core. Parliament, the Chain Bridge
approach, Vörösmarty Square, St. Stephen's Basilica, and the
most concentrated hotel options.

VII. Erzsébetváros
JEWISH QUARTER & RUIN BARS

The historic Jewish quarter containing the Great Synagogue and
the ruin bar district. The most atmospheric neighbourhood in
Budapest for an evening.

I. Várhegy
CASTLE HILL

Buda's historic core — cobblestone streets, the Royal Palace,
Fisherman's Bastion, and Matthias Church. Day 2 morning.

VI. Terézváros
ANDRÁSSY AVENUE

The Opera House, the UNESCO-listed boulevard, Heroes' Square,
and City Park with the Széchenyi Bath.

IX. Ferencváros
MARKET HALL & RÁDAY

The Great Market Hall anchors the southern end; Ráday Street
runs north through a neighbourhood of cafés and independent
restaurants.

XI. Buda embankment
GELLÉRT & THE BATHS

The Gellért Thermal Bath, the Liberty Bridge, and the start of the
climb to Gellért Hill.

XIII. Lipótváros
HOLD STREET MARKET AREA

The Hold Street Market, Bar Pharma, and Kispiac Bisztró. Less
touristy than the Fifth District core.

II. Rózsadomb
QUIET BUDA HILLS

The most expensive residential area in Hungary. Worth knowing if
you want to understand what wealth looks like in Budapest.
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ESSENTIAL TIPS

What Nobody Tells You About Budapest
Eight things that actually matter.

Buda and Pest are genuinely different
Buda is hilly, quieter, residential, and historically Hungarian.
Pest is flat, urban, and where the city's commercial and
cultural life operates. They were separate cities until 1873.

The thermal baths are not optional
They are not a tourist attraction — they are how Budapest
has functioned since Roman times. The Széchenyi chess
players are not performing. Go at least once.

The forint confuses everyone
1 Euro is approximately 380 HUF. A coffee costs 500–800
HUF. A sit-down dinner for two with wine is 15,000–25,000
HUF. Do the arithmetic before you sit down.

Avoid Váci Street restaurants
The main pedestrian shopping street is lined with overpriced
restaurants targeting tourists. One street in either direction is
noticeably better and cheaper.

Hungarian is genuinely difficult
It has no Indo-European relatives whatsoever. Don't attempt
it beyond 'köszönöm' (thank you) and 'egészségedre'
(cheers). English is widely spoken in tourist areas.

The ruin bars close at different times
Some close at 4am, some at 6am. Plan accordingly and plan
the morning after. Budapest's nightlife is among the most
serious in Europe.

Swim cap is required
Every Budapest thermal bath requires a swim cap in the
indoor pools. They are available to rent or purchase at the
baths. Bring your own to save the queue.

The Parliament is larger than you think
It contains 691 rooms, 10 courtyards, and 19km of staircases.
The exterior is best seen from the Danube; the interior from a
booked guided tour. Both are necessary.
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CONNECTIONS

Rail & River Gateway
Danube River Cruises · European Rail Connections

Danube River Cruises
Budapest sits at the heart of the Danube river cruise route — the most popular river cruise itinerary in the world. Ships dock
at the Pest embankment near the Chain Bridge, within walking distance of the inner city. AmaWaterways, Viking River
Cruises, Scenic, Tauck, and Uniworld all call Budapest a primary port. If your cruise includes Budapest, allow at minimum two
full days — the standard half-day call does not cover the city.

By Train (Recommended)
Budapest → Vienna 2h 40 min

Railjet direct. One of the great short train journeys in Central Europe. Keleti station to Wien Hauptbahnhof. Book at oebb.at.

Budapest → Prague 7 hours

Direct EuroCity via Bratislava. Overnight Nightjet also available. Book at cd.cz.

Budapest → Bratislava 1 hour

The closest capital city to Budapest. Railjet or IC, hourly departures. Day trip possible.

Budapest → Krakow 6h 30 min

Direct service via Miskolc. Book ahead at intercity.hu for best fares.

Budapest → Berlin 10–12 hours

Overnight Nightjet. Eliminates hotel cost on travel night. Book at nightjet.com.

Budapest → Zagreb 2h 30 min

Direct IC service. Useful connection for Adriatic cruise itineraries.
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Budapest awaits.
You have the plan. You know which side of the river in the morning,

which bath to choose, and where to eat without getting taken.
The ruin bars open late. The rest is just showing up.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE: FINAL CHECKLIST

■  Screenshot Day 1 and Day 2 schedules for offline use

■  Book Széchenyi Bath ahead at szechenyibath.hu — weekends fill fast

■  Buy Budapest Card at airport or metro — covers all transport + discounts

■  Book Parliament tour at parlament.hu — English tours sell out

■  Book Great Synagogue at greatsynagogue.hu to skip box office

■  Reserve Borkonyha or Babel for dinner — essential

■  Download Google Maps Budapest offline before you land

Your interactive map is one scan away.
All locations from this guide, colour-coded by day, open on your phone.

goingsolo.life/maps/budapest

GoingSolo.Life
T R A V E L  A L O N E .   L I V E  F U L L Y .


