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IS IT SAFE?

Dubrovnik
SOLO TRAVELER SAFETY GUIDE

OVERALL SAFETY ASSESSMENT

RATING:  Very Safe — one of the safest tourist destinations in Europe; standard 
awareness for summer crowds and pricing.

Dubrovnik is one of the safest cities in Europe for solo travelers. Violent crime is 
extremely rare; the city's compact Old Town, dense tourist presence, and Croatian police 
visibility make it a low-risk environment at any hour. The safety considerations are 
almost entirely about crowds — summer congestion creates pickpocket opportunities in 
the narrow alleys — and pricing: the Old Town has some of the most aggressive tourist 
pricing on the Adriatic.

Solo women travelers find Dubrovnik very comfortable. The Old Town is active and well-
lit until late; the narrow calli are busy with tourists and locals throughout the evening. 
Croatian men are generally respectful to solo women travelers; unwanted attention is 
uncommon by Mediterranean standards.

The practical preparation for Dubrovnik: book City Walls tickets online to avoid the ticket 
queue crush, arrive at the Stradun before 8am or after 6pm to avoid cruise passenger 
crowds, and eat outside the immediate Old Town (Lapad, Gruž) for honest pricing.

RATING SCALE

★★★★★ = Very safe   ★★★★ = Safe   ★★★ = Use awareness   ★★ = Avoid at night   ★ = Avoid
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NEIGHBOURHOOD SAFETY AT A GLANCE

AREA RATING NOTES

Old Town (Stradun) ★★★★ Very safe; busy day and night. The narrow side 
streets can be quieter after midnight — standard 
awareness.

Old Town (sea walls) ★★★★★ The sea wall perimeter paths are well-lit and 
patrolled. Buža Bars on the south cliff are safe.

Pile Gate area ★★★★ Main tourist entry point — pickpocket awareness in 
the crush at the gate during cruise ship hours (9am–
5pm).

Lapad ★★★★★ Residential peninsula with local restaurants and a 
calm marina promenade. Very safe.

Gruž Harbour ★★★★ The ferry terminal neighborhood. Safe; quiet after 
the evening ferries depart.

Lokrum Island ★★★★★ Nature reserve with no cars or permanent residents. 
Very safe; last ferry returns at 7pm in shoulder 
season, later in summer.

Elaphiti Islands ★★★★★ Small, quiet islands with essentially no crime. The 
konobas are honest and welcoming.

COMMON SCAMS & RISKS

Cruise ship crowds: July–August: up to 10,000 day-trippers in a Old Town designed for 
1,500 residents. The pickpocket risk concentrates in the Stradun and Pile Gate area during 
peak crowd hours (10am–4pm). Keep bags zipped and in front.

Restaurant pricing: Restaurants facing the Stradun or the main tourist lanes charge 2–3x 
the price of identical food one street back or in Lapad. Always check the menu and price 
list before sitting. A 'service charge' is sometimes added without notice — check the bill.

Unlicensed accommodation touts: People offering rooms at the ferry terminal or bus 
station in Dubrovnik may be offering unlicensed accommodation. Use Booking.com or 
established hotels; the regulation is strict but enforcement uneven.

Heat and sun: Dubrovnik's limestone walls and pavements absorb and radiate heat — the 
Old Town in July can feel 5°C hotter than the temperature. Carry water at all times; the 
Onofrio Fountain at the Pile Gate dispenses free drinking water.
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HEALTH & MEDICAL

Dubrovnik General Hospital (Rota 2, Lapad) is the main public hospital — accessible by 
bus or taxi from the Old Town in 15–20 minutes. For emergencies, call 112.

Pharmacies (ljekarna) are marked by a green cross and available throughout the Old 
Town and Lapad. The Franciscan Monastery pharmacy on the Stradun is the most famous 
(and still dispensing) but standard pharmacies are faster for practical needs.

Travel insurance with medical coverage is strongly recommended. Croatia is EU but the 
healthcare system, while good, can have wait times at public facilities. Private clinics are 
fast and affordable.

Tap water is safe throughout Croatia including Dubrovnik.

SOLO WOMEN TRAVELERS

Dubrovnik is one of the most comfortable destinations in Europe for solo women 
travelers. The Old Town is active, well-lit, and heavily visited; solo women are entirely 
normal and unremarkable. Croatian culture is respectful toward solo women travelers; 
the bar and restaurant culture is welcoming. Standard awareness in the quieter back 
streets after midnight is the only meaningful consideration. Dress modestly when 
entering churches — covered shoulders required; enforcement is real at the Dominican 
and Franciscan monasteries.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

SERVICE CONTACT

Emergency (Police / Fire / Medical) 112

Croatian Police 192

Dubrovnik General Hospital 020 431 777

Dubrovnik Tourist Police 020 443 722

US Embassy Zagreb (nearest to Dubrovnik) 01 661 2200

UK Embassy Zagreb 01 600 9100

Crisis Text Line (international) Text HOME to 741741

Sea Rescue (Croatia) 1963
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