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Is Ghent Safe?
Ghent is a genuinely safe, low-crime city, and solo travelers consistently describe it as comfortable
to walk alone, including after dark on weekdays. Belgium overall ranks well on safety indexes, and
Ghent's compact historic center, dense with cafés and foot traffic, reinforces that further. The
realistic risk is ordinary petty theft in crowded tourist areas, particularly around the Graslei and
during the Gentse Feesten festival in July.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY AT A GLANCE

Graslei & Korenlei � � � � �
Very safe day and night, busy and well-lit along the canal.

Patershol Quarter � � � � �
Safe and atmospheric, busy with restaurant traffic into the evening.

Student Quarter � � � � �
Safe, lively, and youthful, with good foot traffic at night.

Vrijdagmarkt & surrounds � � � � �
Safe; standard awareness during the busiest market hours.

Sint-Pieters Station area (evening) � � � � �
Generally safe; ordinary station caution applies at night.

GETTING AROUND SAFELY

— Ghent is genuinely bike-friendly and flat — a rental bike is a safe, popular way for solo travelers to cover
the wider city.

— Trams and buses (De Lijn) are safe and efficient for areas beyond easy walking distance.

— The historic core is comfortably walkable at any hour, including a solo evening canal walk.

COMMON SCAMS & HOW TO AVOID THEM

Crowded canal-side pickpocketing
The Graslei gets genuinely dense in peak season and during festivals — standard bag awareness is enough.

Overpriced tourist-menu restaurants near the Graslei
Walk into the Patershol quarter for better value at similar or better quality.

Festival crowd caution (Gentse Feesten, July)
Not a scam specifically, but the ten-day festival brings large crowds and later nights — standard nightlife
awareness applies.
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HEALTH & MEDICAL

Tap water is safe to drink throughout the city. Pharmacies are common in the center, and Belgium's
healthcare system is reliable, with English widely spoken by medical staff. The universal emergency
number, 112, covers police, fire, and medical services and can be dialed free from any phone. Travel
insurance is recommended, as with any European trip.

SOLO TRAVELERS

Ghent is genuinely well-suited to solo travel — the café culture and large student population make eating
and sitting alone completely normal, and the compact historic center keeps everything within easy walking
distance. Locals are generally friendly and helpful. Standard precautions (well-lit streets at night, secured
belongings in crowds) are enough for a confident, comfortable solo visit.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Emergency (All Services) 112 EU-wide emergency number,
English-speaking operators.

Police (non-emergency) 101 For non-urgent police matters.

US Embassy (nearest, Brussels) +32 2 811 4000Consular services for US citizens.

Ghent Tourist Info +32 9 266 56 60General visitor assistance.

Nearest Hospital (UZ Gent) +32 9 332 21 11University hospital with 24/7 emergency
services.
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