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Is Lucerne Safe?

Lucerne is exceptionally safe by any measure — Switzerland consistently ranks among the safest
countries in the world, and Lucerne's compact, orderly Old Town reflects that. Violent crime against
visitors is essentially a non-issue. The realistic risks are logistical: mountain weather on Pilatus, lake
conditions if swimming or boating, and the ordinary caution warranted around train platforms and
crowded tourist landmarks like the Kapellbricke.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY AT A GLANCE
Altstadt (Old Town)
Very safe day and night, orderly and well-lit throughout.

Nationalquai (Lakefront)
Safe at all hours, popular with evening walkers and joggers.

Bruch Quarter
Safe, increasingly lively in the evening with bars and galleries.

Mount Pilatus & trails 0

Very safe, but exercise standard mountain caution — check weather before ascending and stay on marked trails.

Bahnhof (Train Station) area i
Generally safe; standard station awareness applies in the evening.

GETTING AROUND SAFELY

— Public transit (bus and rail) is punctual, clean, and safe to use at any hour.

— The Pilatus cogwheel railway and aerial cable cars are professionally operated and very safe — check
conditions before ascending in poor weather.

— Lake steamers are safe and well-regulated; check the schedule board for the last return crossing if going
out in the afternoon.

COMMON SCAMS & HOW TO AVOID THEM

Overpriced summit dining
Prices atop Mount Pilatus run higher than in town — expected, not a scam, but budget accordingly.

Crowded bridge pickpocketing

The Kapellbriucke draws dense crowds in peak season — standard bag awareness is enough.
Unofficial photography 'guides’

Rare, but occasionally present near major landmarks in summer — official tours are booked through the tourism
office.
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