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Is Palermo Safe?

����� Overall Rating
Palermo is safe for solo travelers who apply normal city awareness. The Mafia history that shaped the
city's 20th century is now largely a museum and cultural subject — the Anti-Mafia Museum and
organized walking tours cover it directly — and has no bearing on day-to-day visitor safety.

The realistic risks are the ones common to any dense Mediterranean market city: pickpocketing in the
crowded lanes of Ballarò and Vucciria, and scooter traffic that treats pedestrian crossings as a
suggestion. Violent crime against tourists is rare.
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Neighbourhood Safety at a Glance

Area Rating Notes

Historic Center /
Quattro Canti

����� Busy, well-trafficked, safe day and evening.

Kalsa ����� Atmospheric but quieter after dark — stick to lit streets.

Ballarò / Vucciria (day) ����� Crowded and safe; watch bags in the density.

Vucciria (late night) ����� Fun but rowdy on weekends — go with awareness, not alone late.

Mondello ����� Relaxed beach town, safe throughout the day.
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Transport & Common Scams

Getting Around Safely
AMAT buses are safe and reliable; validate your ticket on board to avoid fines.

Scooters and small cars move fast and unpredictably in the historic center — look both ways twice,
even on marked pedestrian crossings.

Taxis are metered and safe; use official ranks or a hotel-booked car rather than hailing off-app late at
night.

Common Scams to Know
• Unofficial "parking attendants" who wave down tourist cars for a tip — ignore and park in marked,
paid lots.

• Overly persistent street vendors near the cathedral and Quattro Canti — a firm "no grazie" and
continued walking works.

• Slightly inflated bills at unmarked tourist-facing cafés — check for a posted menu with prices before
sitting.
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Health, Solo Travel & Emergency Contacts

Health & Medical
Tap water is safe to drink throughout Palermo. Pharmacies (farmacia, green cross sign) are
well-stocked and pharmacists can advise on minor ailments without an appointment.

Summer heat is the most common visitor health issue — carry water and plan midday indoor time
between June and August.

Solo Women Travelers
Solo women travelers report Palermo as comfortable, with the market and café culture giving natural
reasons to sit, eat, and observe without feeling conspicuous.

Standard precautions apply after dark in Vucciria and around the train station — stick to well-lit,
populated streets and keep bags zipped and worn cross-body in market crowds.

Emergency Contacts
Emergency (all services) 112

Police (Polizia) 113

Ambulance 118

US Consular Agency (Naples,
nearest)

+39 081 583 8111

Tourist Police (Vigili Urbani) +39 091 017 0111



BEFORE YOU GO

Save 112 and your hotel address in Italian before you land

Keep bags zipped and worn cross-body in Ballarò and Vucciria

Screenshot your hotel's address in Italian for taxis

Carry a printed or downloaded copy of this guide offline

goingsolo.life/maps/palermo
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