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RATING: Safe — a walkable New England capital; standard city awareness after dark covers the real risks

Providence is a comfortable, generally safe city for visitors — downtown, College Hill, and Federal Hill all stay

active and well-used through the evening, and the tourist core is low-risk.

Property crime, including car break-ins and occasional bike theft, is the most realistic issue rather than violent

crime against visitors.

Some outlying neighborhoods away from the visitor core have higher crime rates than downtown — standard

urban awareness and sticking to well-lit, populated streets at night covers the practical risk.

RAT ING SCALE : ■■■■■ Very safe ■■■■ Safe ■■■ Use awareness ■■ Avoid at night ■ Avoid

N E I G H B O U R H O O D  S A F E T Y  A T  A  G L A N C E

A R E A R A T I N G N O T E S

College Hill ■■■■■ Very safe, well-lit, and busy with students at all hours.

Downtown / Financial District ■■■■ Busy by day, quieter but generally safe in the evening.

Federal Hill ■■■■ Lively and comfortable into the evening, especially on Atwells
Avenue.

WaterFire riverfront (event nights) ■■■■ Very crowded on lighting nights — watch belongings in the
crowd.

South Providence / Olneyville ■■■ Higher crime statistics; not typically part of the visitor route.

C O M M O N  S C A M S  &  R I S K S

C A R  A N D  B I K E  T H E F T

Leave nothing visible in parked cars, and lock any rental bike properly, even for a short stop.

C R O W D  A W A R E N E S S  A T  W A T E R F I R E

Lighting nights draw dense crowds along the riverfront — ordinary pickpocket awareness in a packed crowd is
sensible.

U N E V E N  H I S T O R I C  S I D E W A L K S

Benefit Street and other colonial-era blocks have genuinely old, uneven brick and cobblestone sidewalks — watch
your footing, especially at night.
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Some residential areas away from downtown and College Hill see more crime — stick to well-lit, populated streets
after dark, or use a rideshare.

W I N T E R  W E A T H E R

New England winters bring ice and snow that can make Providence's hilly sidewalks slippery — appropriate footwear
matters in the colder months.

H E A L T H  &  M E D I C A L

Rhode Island Hospital (593 Eddy Street) is the state's major trauma center, a short distance from downtown.

The most common visitor issues are ordinary ones — minor slips on uneven historic sidewalks and standard

seasonal weather exposure.

Providence's food scene leans rich and portion-generous — nothing unusual to flag beyond normal dietary

awareness at Italian and New American restaurants.

S O L O  T R A V E L E R S

Providence is a comfortable city for solo travelers, including solo women — its college-town energy and strong

bar-seating culture make solo dining and walking around College Hill and downtown feel entirely ordinary.

The sensible precautions are standard city ones: stick to well-lit, populated streets at night outside the main

visitor areas, watch belongings in WaterFire crowds, and use a rideshare late at night rather than walking

through quieter residential blocks.

E M E R G E N C Y  C O N T A C T S

S E R V I C E C O N T A C T

Emergency (Police / Fire / Medical) 911

Providence Police (non-emergency) (401) 272-3121

Rhode Island State Police (401) 444-1000

Rhode Island Hospital (401) 444-4000

Poison Control (US) 1-800-222-1222

Crisis Text Line Text HOME to 741741

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 988
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