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OVERALL SAFETY ASSESSMENT

RATING: Safe — a walkable Southern capital; standard city awareness and river caution cover the real
risks

Richmond is generally safe and comfortable for visitors in its main tourist areas — the Fan District, Church Hill's
historic core, Carytown, and Scott's Addition all stay active and reasonably safe through the evening.

Property crime, including car break-ins near Belle Isle and other river access points, is the most realistic issue
for visitors.

Some Richmond neighborhoods outside the visitor core have real, higher crime rates — this is a genuine
consideration for a Southern city of its size, and sticking to well-known areas and using a rideshare at night is
the practical response rather than an exaggerated concern.

RATING SCALE: Very safe Safe Use awareness Avoid at night Avoid

NEIGHBOURHOOD SAFETY AT A GLANCE

AREA RATING NOTES
The Fan District Generally safe and walkable, with real activity into the evening.
Church Hill (historic core) Comfortable by day and evening near St. John’s Church; some

surrounding blocks warrant more awareness.
Scott's Addition Busy and safe through the brewery evening hours.

Carytown Busy and comfortable, especially with the Byrd Theatre crowd
in the evening.

Belle Isle / river access points Safe during the day; car break-ins at parking areas are the main
risk.

COMMON SCAMS & RISKS

CAR BREAK-INS AT RIVER ACCESS POINTS
Leave nothing visible in parked cars near Belle Isle and other James River access points.

RIVER RAPIDS

The James River's downtown rapids are genuine class llI-IV whitewater. Use a guided outfitter and a life jacket rather
than improvising, especially at higher water levels.
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AWARENESS OUTSIDE THE VISITOR CORE

Some Richmond neighborhoods away from the Fan, Church Hill's historic core, and Scott's Addition have
meaningfully higher crime rates — check before wandering into unfamiliar areas, especially at night.

UNEVEN HISTORIC SIDEWALKS
Church Hill and parts of the Fan have old brick and uneven sidewalks — watch your footing, especially after dark.

SUMMER HEAT AND HUMIDITY

Richmond summers are hot and humid; pace outdoor walking tours and carry water, particularly on the exposed
Monument Avenue stretch.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

VCU Medical Center (1250 E Marshall Street) is the region's major trauma center, close to downtown.

The most common visitor issues are heat-related in summer and minor river mishaps for those kayaking or
rafting without a guide.

Standard food safety awareness applies at the city's numerous small breweries and food trucks — nothing
unusual to flag beyond that.

SOLO TRAVELERS

Richmond is a comfortable city for solo travelers, including solo women, within its well-established visitor
areas — bar seating is standard at the best restaurants, and Scott's Addition's brewery culture makes solo
evenings easy.

The sensible precautions are city-specific rather than generic: stick to the Fan, Church Hill's historic core,
Carytown, and Scott's Addition after dark, use a guided outfitter for the James River's real rapids, and use a
rideshare rather than walking through unfamiliar residential areas at night.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

SERVICE CONTACT
Emergency (Police / Fire / Medical) 9N

Richmond Police (non-emergency) (804) 646-5100
Virginia State Police (804) 674-2000
VCU Medical Center (804) 828-9000
Poison Control (US) 1-800-222-1222
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Crisis Text Line Text HOME to 741741

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 988
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