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48 Hours in Riga

Riga is the largest city in the Baltics, and it wears that scale well: a UNESCO-listed medieval Old
Town gives way, just beyond its edges, to the largest collection of Art Nouveau architecture
anywhere in the world — entire streets of ornate facades built during a single early-20th-century
boom. It's compact enough to walk in full, cheap enough to feel unhurried, and safe enough that solo
travelers, including women traveling alone, consistently rate it one of the more comfortable capitals
in Northern Europe.

DAY ONE — OLD TOWN, THE CENTRAL MARKET & THE FREEDOM MONUMENT

Riga Old Town

A UNESCO World Heritage medieval core of cobblestone lanes, guild halls, and the House of the
Blackheads, rebuilt after wartime destruction to its original ornate facade.

| Weekday mornings before 10am are noticeably quieter than any other time to see the main squares.

10:30 AM

St. Peter's Church Tower

A lift ride to a single viewing platform delivers one of the best panoramic views over Riga's rooftops and
the Daugava River — pricier per minute than most attractions here, but worth it.

| Go on a clear day if you can — the view is the entire reason to pay for this one.

Bremen Town Musicians Statue

A small bronze sculpture inspired by the Brothers Grimm tale, tucked beside St. Peter's Church — a minor
but charming Old Town landmark.

| Touching the animals' noses is a local good-luck tradition — you'll see the bronze polished shiny in that one spot.

Lunch: Central Market

Housed in converted Zeppelin hangars, one of the largest markets in Europe — a genuine, unpolished mix
of produce stalls, prepared food, and local shoppers rather than a tourist-facing food hall.

Go for a plate of Latvian smoked fish and rye bread — it's the most distinctly local lunch you'll find in the city.
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House of the Blackheads & Town Hall Square
The ornate 14th-century guild hall, rebuilt after WWII destruction, anchors the square that functions as the
city's most photographed corner.

| The building interior is a paid museum, but the exterior facade alone justifies the stop for most visitors.

Dinner: Rozengrals
A medieval-themed restaurant in a Old Town cellar, serving Latvian dishes by candlelight with period
costume service — touristy in concept, genuinely atmospheric in person.

| Solo diners are seated comfortably here — the candlelit cellar setting works well for a table for one.

DAY TWO — ART NOUVEAU DISTRICT & THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
9:00 AM

Freedom Monument

A 1935 monument to Latvia's independence, standing at the edge of the Old Town — the changing of the
guard happens on the hour and draws a small, respectful crowd.

| This is a genuinely significant national symbol — approach with the same quiet respect locals show it.

10:00 AM

Alberta Street (Art Nouveau District)

The single best-preserved street of Art Nouveau architecture in the world — ornate facades by architect
Mikhail Eisenstein line the block in a concentrated, walkable stretch.

| Look up constantly — the detail is almost entirely above street level, in the cornices, faces, and window frames.

12:00 PM

Latvian National Museum of Art

A restored early-20th-century building holding the country's largest fine art collection, an easy pairing
with the surrounding Art Nouveau district.

The building's restored original grand staircase is worth pausing on even if you're moving quickly through the
galleries.

Lunch: City Center Café

Riga's city center outside the Old Town has a more contemporary café scene, popular with locals on a
weekday lunch break.

This is where residents actually eat lunch — worth the short walk from the tourist-dense Old Town core.
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National Library of Latvia

A striking glass-and-steel structure across the Daugava, nicknamed the 'Castle of Light,' with a free public
viewing floor and an enormous book-stack atrium.

| Entry and bag lockers are free — take the lift to the third floor first for the best view of the book stacks.

Dinner: Old Town, One Last Evening
Close the trip back in the Old Town, at a quieter table away from the main square, with a glass of Latvian
Riga Black Balsam to finish.

Riga Black Balsam is an acquired taste on its own — most locals mix it with black currant juice or coffee, and either
works.

WHERE TO EAT

LOCAL & UNPOLISHED
Central Market

Converted Zeppelin hangars housing one of Europe's largest markets — go for smoked fish and rye bread.

LOCAL DIGESTIF

Riga Black Balsam

A bitter herbal liqueur that's been produced since the 18th century — traditionally mixed with black currant
juice or coffee.

MEDIEVAL DINNER
Rozengrals

A candlelit Old Town cellar restaurant serving Latvian dishes in period costume — atmospheric and
solo-friendly.

EVERYDAY STAPLE

Rye Bread & Smoked Fish

Dark rye bread and smoked or pickled fish are Latvian table staples — available at any market stall or casual

café.

WHEN TO VISIT

May — Jun Best Overall
Long daylight hours, mild temperatures, and the city's parks at their greenest.

Jul — Aug Warm Peak
The warmest, busiest season, with outdoor café culture in full swing along the Old Town
squares.
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