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WELCOME

Welcome to Santa Barbara.

Santa Barbara earned the nickname 'the American Riviera' honestly: a 1925 earthquake leveled much of
downtown, and the city rebuilt under a strict Spanish Colonial Revival code that's still enforced today — red
tile roofs, whitewashed adobe walls, wrought iron, arched doorways. The result, unlike most rebuilt American
downtowns, actually looks like it means it.

What most first-time visitors miss: Santa Barbara isn't only the mission and the beach, though both are worth
the time. The Funk Zone puts a dense cluster of urban wine-tasting rooms within walking distance of the
harbor, ferries from the harbor reach Channel Islands National Park in about an hour, and the Santa Barbara
County Courthouse's free clock tower gives one of the best views in the city to anyone willing to climb the
stairs.

Santa Barbara is well suited to solo travel — State Street and the waterfront are entirely walkable, wine-tasting
rooms in the Funk Zone are built around bar seating rather than group tables, and the compact scale makes it
easy to fill a solo day without ever needing a car.

Day One - Mission - Downtown - Funk Zone

Breakfast: Renaud’s Patisserie

3315 State Street: a French bakery and cafe well-regarded for its croissants and quiche, a short walk from the
Mission. $10-16.

Insider Tip: Get a croissant to go and eat it on the Mission lawn a few blocks up — a simple, good way to start the day.

Old Mission Santa Barbara

2201 Laguna Street: founded in 1786 and known as the '‘Queen of the Missions' for its elaborate twin-towered
facade, still an active Franciscan parish with a museum and gardens. Admission $15.

Insider Tip: The self-guided museum route through the old living quarters and cemetery is worth the full hour — most
visitors rush the interior and miss it.

Santa Barbara County Courthouse

1100 Anacapa Street: a 1929 Spanish-Moorish Revival building widely considered one of the most beautiful public
buildings in the country, with a free clock tower observation deck. Free.

Insider Tip: Climb the clock tower — it's free, usually uncrowded, and gives the single best rooftop-and-mountain view in
the city.
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Lunch: La Super-Rica Taqueria

622 N Milpas Street: a no-frills taco stand famously beloved by Julia Child, serving some of the best Mexican
street food in Southern California. $10-16, order-at-the-counter.

Insider Tip: Order the alambres and the pastor tacos, and expect to eat standing or at an outdoor picnic table — that's the
whole point.

State Street & the Presidio

Santa Barbara's main downtown corridor, with the El Presidio de Santa Barbara State Historic Park — the original
1782 Spanish fort — a few blocks off the main strip. Presidio admission $5.

Insider Tip: The Presidio is small and quiet compared to the Mission — a good counterpoint if you want the history
without the crowds.

Funk Zone Wine Walk

The arts-and-industry district between State Street and the harbor: a dense cluster of urban tasting rooms
pouring Santa Barbara County wine without a drive to Los Olivos. Tasting fees typically $20-35.

Insider Tip: Tasting rooms here are built around bar seating rather than groups — an easy, sociable solo wine afternoon.

Dinner: The Lark

131 Anacapa Street: a Funk Zone anchor serving shareable, seasonal California plates in a converted industrial
space. $45-70, bar seating available.

Insider Tip: Sit at the bar and let the servers walk you through a few small plates rather than committing to a full
multi-course meal alone.

Day Two - Stearns Wharf - Waterfront - Channel Islands

Stearns Wharf

217 Stearns Wharf: California's oldest continuously operating wooden wharf, built in 1872, with shops, a small
aquarium, and views back toward the mountains rising directly behind downtown. Free to walk.

Insider Tip: Go early before the crowds — the light on the water and the mountains behind downtown is best in the first
couple of hours after sunrise.

Santa Barbara Shellfish Company

230 Stearns Wharf: a bare-bones seafood counter at the end of the wharf, popular with locals for oysters, clam
chowder, and a lobster bisque with genuine local following. $12-24.

Insider Tip: Standing-room counter seating around the open kitchen — order and eat outdoors over the water.

Channel Islands National Park Boat Trip

Santa Barbara Harbor, via Island Packers: roughly an hour by boat to Anacapa or Santa Cruz Island, part of one of
the least-visited national parks in the country, with sea caves, seabird colonies, and often dolphins en route.
Fares vary by island and season.

Insider Tip: Book ahead — sailings are limited and seasonal, and this is worth building a full day trip around if your
schedule allows the extra time.
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East Beach & Butterfly Beach

Cabrillo Boulevard, along the waterfront: East Beach is the city's main sandy stretch near the harbor, while
Butterfly Beach near Montecito is quieter, framed by palm-lined bluffs. Free.

Insider Tip: Rent a bike along Cabrillo Boulevard's beachfront path — it's flat, scenic, and an easy way to see both beaches
in one afternoon.

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden

1212 Mission Canyon Road: 78 acres devoted entirely to California native plants, with trails through a canyon
setting a short drive from downtown. Admission $18.

Insider Tip: The redwood section and the historic dam are the two spots most visitors miss if they rush through.

Dinner: Loquita

202 State Street: a Spanish restaurant built around a wood-fired grill and a strong sherry and vermouth list, in the
Hotel Californian. $35—-55, bar seating available.

Insider Tip: The bar seats fast even when the dining room is booked, and it puts you right in front of the wood-fired grill.

Nightcap: Good Lion Vodka

213 Helena Avenue, Funk Zone: a small-batch vodka distillery with a relaxed tasting room and cocktail bar, a short
walk from most Funk Zone dinner spots.

Insider Tip: A quieter, easier alternative to a full bar crawl if you've already had wine earlier in the day.

WHERE TO EAT

Santa Barbara's Table

DOWNTOWN & MISSION

Renaud’s Patisserie
UPPER STATE STREET - $
A French bakery well-regarded for croissants, near the Mission.

La Super-Rica Taqueria
MILPAS STREET - $
Julia Child's favorite taco stand — order-at-the-counter, no frills.

Loquita
DOWNTOWN - $$$
Spanish wood-fired cooking with a strong sherry and vermouth list.

Somerset
DOWNTOWN - $$
A bright, plant-filled cafe good for a relaxed solo breakfast or lunch.
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WATERFRONT & FUNK ZONE

Santa Barbara Shellfish Company
STEARNS WHARF - $$
A local favorite seafood counter at the end of the historic wharf.

The Lark
FUNK ZONE - $$$
Shareable seasonal California plates in a converted industrial space.

Lucky Penny
FUNK ZONE - $
Wood-fired pizza and pastries in a relaxed, casual room.

WINE & COCKTAILS

Municipal Winemakers
FUNK ZONE - $$
An urban tasting room pouring Santa Barbara County wine downtown.

Good Lion Vodka

FUNK ZONE - $$%
A small-batch distillery with a relaxed tasting room and bar.

Test Pilot
FUNK ZONE - $$

A tiki-leaning cocktail bar and a solid nightcap after a day of wine tasting.

GETTING AROUND

Navigating Santa Barbara

U.S. SERIES

MODE COST NOTES

Walking Free Downtown, the waterfront, and the Funk Zone are all walkable from
each other.

Santa Barbara MTD bus $1.75/ride Covers downtown, the waterfront, and outlying neighborhoods.

Bike rental $20-35/day The Cabrillo Boulevard beachfront path is flat and ideal for cycling.

Uber / Lyft Varies Best for the Botanic Garden, the Mission, and evenings in the Funk
Zone.

Rental car $55-80/day Useful for Santa Ynez wine country day trips beyond the Funk Zone.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

TOPIC DETAILS

Getting There Santa Barbara Airport (SBA) is about 10 minutes from downtown — Uber runs $20-30, or
MTD bus.

Best Time September and October bring the warmest, clearest weather with thinner crowds; June
often brings coastal overcast ("June Gloom") that burns off by afternoon.

Solo Dining Bar seating is standard at the city’s best restaurants and wine bars — solo dining and
tasting here is entirely unremarkable.

Reservations Book Channel Islands ferry tickets and dinner at The Lark or Loquita ahead, especially on
weekends.
Sun & Water Coastal sun is stronger than it feels; rip currents can occur at the main beaches — check

flags before swimming.

Useful Apps Uber, the Island Packers site for Channel Islands sailings, and MTD's app for bus times.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE: FINAL CHECKLIST

Book Channel Islands ferry tickets ahead if adding that day trip
Reserve dinner at The Lark or Loquita ahead on weekends

Bring a light layer for coastal evenings, even in summer

Check for "June Gloom" coastal overcast if visiting in early summer
Wear real walking shoes for the Presidio and Mission cobblestones

Bring sunscreen for the boat trip and beach time

OO000000

Carry cash for the Funk Zone's smaller tasting rooms
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Your interactive map is one scan away.

All locations from this guide, colour-coded by day, open on your phone.

goingsolo.life/maps/santa-barbara
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