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48 Hours in Sarajevo
Sarajevo sits in a valley ringed by mountains, and its skyline tells you everything about the city
before you've walked a single block: minarets, church spires, and a synagogue dome, all within sight
of one another, a legacy of centuries as the point where the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian empires
met. The Old Town, Baščaršija, is dense with cobblestone lanes, coppersmith workshops, and cafés
built for sitting alone with a book — eating and drinking solo here is simply normal, not a novelty. It's
also a city still visibly working through the legacy of the 1990s siege, and that history, handled with
care, is a real part of what makes a visit here worth taking slowly.

DAY ONE — BAŠČARŠIJA, FERHADIJA & THE OLD TOWN

9:00 AM

Baščaršija Old Town
Sarajevo's Ottoman-era bazaar quarter — cobblestone lanes, copper workshops, and mosques dating to
the 16th century, still functioning as a working market rather than a recreation of one.

Morning is the quietest window before tour groups arrive — come back after dark, too, when the lanes take on a
completely different atmosphere.

10:30 AM

Gazi Husrev-beg Mosque
The largest historic mosque in Bosnia and Herzegovina, completed in 1531 and still an active place of
worship at the heart of the old bazaar.

Modest dress is required for entry — bring a scarf if you're not already covered, available cheaply from nearby stalls
if needed.

12:00 PM

Sebilj Fountain & Coppersmith Street
The wooden Ottoman-style fountain that's become Sarajevo's unofficial symbol, steps from Kazandžiluk
street, where coppersmiths still hand-hammer traditional coffee sets in open workshops.

Watching the coppersmiths work costs nothing and is more interesting than most of what's for sale in the
surrounding stalls.

1:00 PM

Lunch: Bosnian Coffee & Ćevapi
A plate of ćevapi — grilled minced-meat sausages in flatbread with raw onion — is the essential Sarajevo
lunch, best eaten at a plastic-chair table in the middle of Baščaršija.

Order Bosnian coffee afterward and let it sit — it's meant to be sipped slowly, not rushed, and is genuinely how
conversations start here.



GoingSolo.Life 48-HOUR GUIDE

goingsolo.life 2 / 6

3:00 PM

Ferhadija Street & the Meeting of Cultures
A pedestrian street with a marked line on the pavement where the Ottoman old town gives way abruptly
to Austro-Hungarian boulevards — walk it slowly and watch the architecture change underfoot.

Look down at the pavement marker itself — it's a small, easy-to-miss detail that sums up the whole city's history in
one line.

6:00 PM

Sunset: Yellow Fortress
A hilltop Ottoman-era fort above the old town with the best panoramic sunset view over Sarajevo's valley
and minaret-dotted skyline.

Plan your route down before dark — the path back into town is unlit in places, and a taxi or rideshare down is the
easier choice after sunset.

DAY TWO — SARAJEVO ROSES, THE TUNNEL OF HOPE & EAST-WEST VIEWS

9:00 AM

Free Walking Tour
A guided walking tour, run by locals, is widely considered the single best way to understand Sarajevo's
layered history — Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, Yugoslav, and the 1990s siege — in a few concentrated
hours.

Tip generously if you take one; these tours are usually the most personal and detailed introduction to the city you'll
get.

11:30 AM

Sarajevo City Hall (Vijećnica)
A restored Austro-Hungarian building that later served as the National Library, and was destroyed by
shelling in 1992 before a painstaking reconstruction — one of the clearest single symbols of the city's
recent history.

The interior atrium, with its Moorish-revival stained glass ceiling, is worth the entry fee on its own.

1:00 PM

Lunch: Hotel Hecco Deluxe Rooftop
A 10th-floor restaurant terrace opposite the Eternal Flame monument, with panoramic views over the city
— no obligation to order much, and a genuinely good vantage point at midday.

You don't need a reservation for a coffee or light lunch here — just ask for a terrace table.
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3:00 PM

Sarajevo War Tunnel (Tunnel of Hope)
A short surviving section of the tunnel dug beneath the airport runway during the 1992–96 siege, the
city's only connection to the outside world for years — now a small, sobering museum near the airport.

Public transport reaches it, but a short taxi ride saves real time — budget at least an hour once you arrive.

5:30 PM

Vrelo Bosne (Ilidža)
A spring-fed park at the source of the Bosna River, a short tram-and-walk from the center — forested
paths, small footbridges, and a genuine escape from the old town's crowds.

A horse-drawn carriage or bike rental at the entrance covers the full park faster if your legs are tired from two days
of walking.

8:00 PM

Dinner: Baščaršija by Night
The old town after dark takes on a completely different character — quieter, warmly lit, and full of locals
rather than day-trippers, with live sevdalinka music drifting from some of the cafés.

Share a final Bosnian coffee with whoever's at the next table — striking up conversation over coffee is genuinely
how Sarajevo works.

WHERE TO EAT

THE ESSENTIAL MEAL

Ćevapi
Grilled minced-meat sausages served in somun flatbread with raw onion — order at any Baščaršija
ćevabdžinica, no reservation needed.

SLOW RITUAL

Bosnian Coffee
Simmered in a džezva and served with rahat lokum — meant to be sipped over twenty unhurried minutes, not
rushed like an espresso.

GRAB-AND-GO

Burek
Flaky filo pastry filled with meat, cheese, or spinach, sold by weight from bakeries across the old town — an
easy solo breakfast.

SWEET FINISH

Baklava
Ottoman-style layered pastry with walnuts and syrup, sold throughout Baščaršija — a fitting way to end
either day.
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WHEN TO VISIT

May – Jun Best Overall
Warm days, green hills around the valley, and the city before peak summer crowds arrive.

Sep – Oct Second Best
Mild temperatures and the Sarajevo Film Festival's afterglow, with thinner crowds than
summer.

Aug Film Festival
The Sarajevo Film Festival fills the city with outdoor screenings and an easy, social
atmosphere for a solo traveler to fall into.

Dec – Feb Winter
Cold and often snowy given the valley's elevation — atmospheric, but pack accordingly
and expect shorter days.

GETTING AROUND

On Foot Free Baščaršija and the Austro-Hungarian center are both
fully walkable and best explored slowly.

Tram 1.60 BAM/ride A single line runs the length of the valley, connecting the
old town to Ilidža and Vrelo Bosne.

Licensed Taxi / Rideshare Metered Use marked taxis or an app rather than unmarked cars,
especially after dark or heading to the Yellow Fortress.

Sarajevo Airport (SJJ) ~20 min A short taxi ride from the center; the War Tunnel
museum sits directly on the route.

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOODS

OTTOMAN OLD TOWN

Baščaršija
Cobblestones, coppersmiths, and mosques — safe with police presence by day, atmospheric and quieter after
dark.

AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN CENTER

Ferhadija / Centar
European boulevards and the pedestrian shopping street — safe day and night, with the most English spoken.

HILLSIDE & LOCAL

Bistrik
A quiet residential hillside with views over the old town — authentic, less touristed, quieter after dark.
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