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Is Sarajevo Safe?
Sarajevo is a safe city for solo travelers, with violent crime against visitors rare and a visible police
presence in the city center. The main practical risk is pickpocketing in crowded spots like the
Baščaršija market and on trams, plus the standard nighttime caution around unlit, unfamiliar streets
and hillside viewpoints like the Yellow Fortress. The city's history as a recent conflict zone is a real
and present part of the experience — handled respectfully, it adds depth rather than danger to a
visit.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY AT A GLANCE

Baščaršija (Old Town) � � � � �
Safe during the day with visible police presence; watch for pickpockets in crowded lanes.

Ferhadija / Centar � � � � �
Safe day and night on the main pedestrian streets; the most English spoken.

Marijin Dvor (business district) � � � � �
Very safe, modern, but limited local character after office hours.

Bistrik (hillside residential) � � � � �
Safe and authentic, but quieter and less English spoken after dark.

Yellow Fortress approach (evening) � � � � �
Safe by day; the unlit path down after sunset is better covered by taxi than on foot.

GETTING AROUND SAFELY

— The single tram line running the length of the valley is safe and simple, connecting the center to Ilidža and
Vrelo Bosne.

— Use licensed taxis or a rideshare app rather than unmarked cars, especially after dark or heading up to
hillside viewpoints.

— The Old Town and Austro-Hungarian center are both fully walkable in daylight; after dark, stick to the lit,
populated core.

COMMON SCAMS & HOW TO AVOID THEM

Unlicensed taxis at the airport or bus station
Book a licensed taxi or rideshare app rather than accepting an approach from a stranger.

Overpriced 'guided' offers in Baščaršija
Reputable free walking tours are run by known local companies and tipped, not approached at random on the
street.
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Distraction pickpocketing in the market
Standard bag-forward awareness in the busiest lanes of Baščaršija is enough.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Tap water is generally safe to drink in Sarajevo, though many visitors and locals alike prefer bottled water
out of habit rather than necessity. Pharmacies are common in the center and easy to find. The city's valley
elevation (around 1,700 feet / 520m) is not significant enough to cause altitude effects, but winters are
cold and can bring real snow — dress accordingly if visiting December through February.

SOLO TRAVELERS

Sarajevo's café culture makes solo dining and sitting alone with a coffee genuinely unremarkable — it is, in
fact, the local norm. Solo female travelers report the city as comfortable, with locals generally polite and
helpful; standard precautions (avoiding isolated areas after dark, using licensed transport at night, keeping
an eye on drinks in nightlife settings) are enough for a confident visit. Modest dress is expected when
visiting active mosques, including Gazi Husrev-beg — a scarf is easy to find cheaply nearby if needed.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Emergency (All Services) 112 English-speaking operators available.

Police 122 Direct police response.

Ambulance 124 Direct medical emergency response.

US Embassy Sarajevo +387 33 704 000Consular services for US citizens.

Tourist Info Sarajevo +387 33 580 999General visitor assistance in Baščaršija.
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