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OVERALL SAFETY ASSESSMENT

RATING: Very Safe — one of the safest cities in Europe; petty theft awareness
required.

Venice is one of the safest cities in Europe for solo travelers. Violent crime against
visitors is extremely rare — the city has no cars, limited anonymity in the narrow calli,
and a resident population that coexists with millions of tourists each year. The city's
primary safety concerns are entirely practical: pickpocketing in crowded areas, tourist
pricing scams, and the physical hazard of acqua alta (high water flooding) in winter.

Solo women travelers find Venice particularly safe and comfortable — the meyhane
equivalent here is the bacaro culture, where eating at the counter alone is the norm. The
historic sestieri are active and well-lit in the evening. The islands of Murano and Burano
are equally safe.

RATING SCALE
*k*** = Very safe *kkk*k = Safe *** = Use awareness ** = Avoid at night * = Avoid

The most important practical preparation for Venice: buy a vaporetto pass at the ACTV
booth on arrival, keep your bag in front of you in crowded areas (especially the Rialto
and San Marco), and book major sites (Basilica, Doge's Palace, Accademia) online to
avoid standing in queues where pickpockets operate.



NEIGHBOURHOOD SAFETY AT A GLANCE

San Marco % %k Tourist-dense; pickpocket risk in San Marco square
and on the vaporetto. Safe at all hours; go early
morning or after 8pm for the best experience.

Dorsoduro 1. 8.8.8 .8 ¢ Student and arts quarter; Campo Santa Margherita is
lively and safe at all hours. The Zattere waterfront is
excellent at night.

San Polo / Santa Croce 2 8. 0.8 8 ¢ The Rialto market district: crowded during market
hours (morning), quiet and safe by evening. Avoid
the Rialto Bridge in peak afternoon hours for bag

security.

Cannaregio 1. 8.8.8 .8 ¢ Most residential sestiere. The Jewish Ghetto and
Fondamente Nuove are very safe and actively used
by locals.

Castello 1. 8.0.8 8 ¢ Large, quiet, residential. The further east you go

from San Marco, the more local and less tourist-
affected it becomes.

Giudecca * %k K Kk The island across the Giudecca Canal: predominantly
residential, very safe, minimal tourist activity. Take
the vaporetto.

Murano / Burano 2. 8.8.8 ¢ Outer islands: safe and well-visited. Avoid arriving at
Murano on a large cruise ship group day — the island
gets very crowded.

COMMON SCAMS & RISKS

Overpriced restaurants: Restaurants immediately around Piazza San Marco charge 2-3x
normal Venice prices. The 'coperto' (cover charge) is legal in Italy; an unexplained
surcharge on the bill is not. Review the menu for posted prices before sitting down.

Gondolier 'tour' upselling: Gondoliers near the San Marco traghetto stops will quote prices
far above the regulated rate. The official rate is €80-90 for 30 minutes. Agree on price and
duration before boarding.

Pigeon feed sellers: In Piazza San Marco, vendors may hand you corn to feed pigeons and
then demand payment. Decline anything handed to you uninvited.

Pickpockets on vaporetto: Lines 1 and 2 at peak times (especially at Rialto and San Marco
stops) are crowded. Keep bags zipped and in front of you. The water bus interior is more
secure than standing at the back platform.

Acqua Alta flooding: High water events (October-January primarily) can cover low-lying calli
20-60cm deep. Hotels provide boots; elevated walkways are deployed across the city.



Check tide forecasts at comune.venezia.it. Not dangerous — just inconvenient without
preparation.



HEALTH & MEDICAL

Italy's national health system (SSN) provides emergency treatment to all visitors
regardless of insurance status. EU citizens with an EHIC card are covered for all
necessary treatment; non-EU visitors should carry travel insurance.

Ospedale Civile SS. Giovanni e Paolo (Campo Zanipolo, Castello) is the main public
hospital in Venice — accessible by vaporetto to the Ospedale stop. Emergency room is
operational 24 hours.

Pharmacies (farmacia) are marked by a green cross and are widespread across all
sestieri. Many pharmacists speak English. Night-duty pharmacies (farmacia di turno) are
posted on all pharmacy doors.

Tap water in Venice is safe to drink — it arrives via a pipeline under the lagoon and is
tested reqgularly. Bottled water is widely available.

SOLO WOMEN TRAVELERS

Venice is one of the most comfortable cities in Europe for solo women travelers. Violent
crime is extremely rare; unsolicited harassment is uncommon by Mediterranean
standards. The bacaro culture — eating and drinking at the counter alone — is entirely
normal and welcoming.

Dress modestly when visiting basilicas and churches — covered shoulders and knees
required; headscarves not required at Catholic churches. The Basilica di San Marco
enforces this at the door.

Late evening in the tourist areas around San Marco is quieter and can feel isolated after
10pm when the day-tripper crowds have gone. The neighborhoods of Dorsoduro (Campo
Santa Margherita) and Cannaregio remain active and comfortable much later.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

SERVICE CONTACT

Emergency (Police / Fire / Medical) 112

Italian Police (Carabinieri) 112

Italian Police (Polizia di Stato)
Ospedale Civile SS. Giovanni e Paolo
Venice Tourist Police

US Consulate Milan (nearest to Venice)
UK Consulate Milan

Crisis Text Line (international)

Poison Control (Italy)

113

041 529 4111

041 271 5511

+39 02 290 351

+39 02 723 001

Text HOME to 741741
800 274 274
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