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W E L C O M E  
GoingSolo.Life 
Welcome to Vienna. Forty-eight hours is enough time to fall in love with Vienna — if you know where to go. This 
guide gives you a precise, hour-by-hour plan built around how the city actually flows: the grand imperial 
boulevards in the right order, the coffee houses Viennese intellectuals have claimed for centuries, and the insider 
moves that separate a good trip from an unforgettable one. 

 

How to Use This Guide 

☐ Read through once before you land — get the shape of both days in mind. 
☐ Screenshot the daily pages for offline use. No data charges on the day. 
☐ Follow Day 1's sequence closely. The route is designed to eliminate backtracking. 
☐ Give yourself permission to slow down. Vienna rewards those who linger. 
☐ Reserve coffee house time. An hour over a Melange is not wasted. It is the point. 

 

Essential Quick Facts 

Currency Euro (€). Cards widely accepted. Contactless is standard everywhere. 

Transport Vienna City Card for unlimited U-Bahn, tram, and bus. Available in 24/48/72-
hour versions. 

Weather Pack layers year-round. Vienna summers are warm; winters are cold and 
occasionally snowy. A compact umbrella is always sensible. 

Time Zone CET (UTC+1) in winter, CEST (UTC+2) in summer. Check before departure. 

Emergency 112 for all emergencies. 144 for ambulance. 133 for police. 

Tipping Round up in cafés and restaurants. 10% is generous. Service is not 
automatically included. 
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D A Y  O N E  

Innere Stadt  ·  Hofburg  ·  Kunsthistorisches Museum  ·  Ringstrasse 
Begin at the heart of the empire. The Innere Stadt — Vienna's medieval first district — is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in its entirety. Move through the ceremonial spaces of the Hofburg, walk the grandest boulevard in 
Central Europe, and let the afternoon settle into one of the world's finest art collections. 

 
8:30 

Stephansdom 
10:00 

Hofburg 
12:30 
Lunch 

2:30 
KHM 

5:00 
Rest 

7:00 
Ringstrasse 

 

Morning  8:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

8:30 AM  Stephansdom & the Innere Stadt 
Begin where Vienna began. St. Stephen's Cathedral has anchored the Innere Stadt since the twelfth century, and 
its South Tower — at 136 metres, the tallest completed Gothic steeple in the world — is visible from every quarter 
of the inner city. Climb the South Tower for the finest elevated view of Vienna's rooftops. The interior is free to 
enter; the catacombs and treasury require separate tickets and are worth the addition if time allows. Spend thirty 
minutes walking the pedestrianised Graben and Kohlmarkt: two of the most beautiful streets in Europe, lined with 
imperial storefronts and free of traffic. 
Insider tip: The Stephansdom South Tower opens at 9am. Arrive at 8:30 to walk the exterior and surrounding 
streets without the crowds that build from 10am onward. The viewing platform sells out on peak days — buy your 
ticket at the base of the tower, not online. 

10:00 AM  Hofburg Imperial Palace 
The Hofburg was the seat of the Habsburg dynasty for over six centuries, and its scale is difficult to comprehend 
from outside. Enter through the Michaelertor — the ceremonial gate on Michaelerplatz — and walk through to 
Heldenplatz. The Imperial Apartments, Sisi Museum, and Imperial Silver Collection are the three main attractions 
inside; the Sisi Museum alone justifies the combined ticket. Allow ninety minutes for the highlights and pace 
yourself — museum fatigue in the Hofburg is a genuine risk. 
Insider tip: The combined ticket for the Imperial Apartments, Sisi Museum, and Imperial Silver Collection is the 
best-value option. Book online at hofburg-wien.at to skip the queue at the ticket desk. The Sisi Museum is the 
most unexpectedly moving of the three — allow at least forty-five minutes for it alone. 
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Afternoon  12:30 PM – 5:30 PM 

12:30 PM  Lunch in the Innere Stadt 
The streets immediately behind the Hofburg — Bräunerstrasse, Habsburgergasse, and the lanes around Am Hof 
— contain some of Vienna's best lunch options at every price point. Zum Schwarzen Kameel on Bognergasse 
serves exceptional open-faced sandwiches (Brötchen) and Austrian wines by the glass; it has been trading since 
1618 and remains one of the finest standing-lunch experiences in the city. For a sit-down alternative, Figlmüller 
Bäckerstrasse serves the Wiener Schnitzel Vienna is famous for — though expect a queue and a menu designed 
with tourists in mind. 
Insider tip: Zum Schwarzen Kameel is best visited between 12:00 and 12:45pm before the office lunch crowd 
arrives. Stand at the bar, point at whatever looks best behind the glass, and order a glass of Grüner Veltliner. The 
whole experience will cost under €20. Do not sit — standing at the bar is the correct way to experience it. 

2:30 PM  Kunsthistorisches Museum 
The Kunsthistorisches Museum — the Museum of Art History — is one of the four or five greatest art museums 
on earth, and one of the most undervisited given its quality. The building itself, designed by Gottfried Semper and 
Karl von Hasenauer and completed in 1891, is as extraordinary as anything inside it. The picture gallery on the 
first floor holds Bruegel the Elder's entire surviving cycle of the Seasons, Vermeer, Raphael, Caravaggio, Titian, 
and Rubens. Go directly to the Bruegel room and work outward from there. Allow ninety focused minutes. 
Insider tip: Pre-book your timed entry at khm.at. The museum café in the cupola hall — halfway up the grand 
staircase — is one of the finest museum cafés in Europe. A coffee and Sachertorte here, surrounded by the 
museum's extraordinary interior, is worth building into the afternoon. Visit before you start the gallery so you have 
something to look forward to. 

4:30 PM  Rest & Recover 
Build ninety minutes into the afternoon. Vienna is a walking city and Day 1 will cover eight to twelve kilometres 
depending on your pace. Find a coffee house — Café Central on Herrengasse is the grandest option; Café 
Schwarzenberg on the Ring is quieter — order a Melange or a Verlängerter, and sit down properly. A Konditorei 
slice of Apfelstrudel is not optional. A proper rest now means you genuinely enjoy the evening. 

Evening  7:00 PM – Late 

7:00 PM  The Ringstrasse at Dusk 
Vienna's Ringstrasse — the ceremonial boulevard that replaced the old city walls in the 1860s under Emperor 
Franz Joseph — is best experienced in the early evening, when the light is golden and the traffic has thinned. 
Walk the section from the Kunsthistorisches Museum past the Parliament, the Rathaus, and the Burgtheater. The 
Opera House at the south end of the Ring is the centrepiece: a standing-room ticket (Stehplatz) for the Vienna 
State Opera costs just €4–14 and can be purchased at the Stehplatz box office beginning ninety minutes before 
curtain. It is one of the great value cultural experiences in Europe. 
Insider tip: The Vienna State Opera Stehplatz tickets go on sale eighty minutes before curtain at the side 
entrance on Operngasse. Arrive ninety minutes early to secure a position. The standing areas at the rear of the 
stalls and in the gallery are both excellent. Dress is smart-casual; the Viennese opera audience is not as formal 
as its reputation suggests. 
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D A Y  T W O  

Schönbrunn  ·  Naschmarkt  ·  Upper Belvedere  ·  Prater at Dusk 
The Vienna the Habsburgs built beyond the old walls: a summer palace that rivals Versailles, the finest Klimt 
collection in the world, and the city's most atmospheric market stretched along the Wienzeile. End the day at the 
oldest amusement park in continuous operation in Europe. 

 
9:00 

Schönbrunn 
11:30 

Naschmarkt 
12:30 
Lunch 

2:30 
Belvedere 

5:30 
Prater 

7:30 
Dinner 

 

Morning  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

9:00 AM  Schönbrunn Palace & Gardens 
Schönbrunn is the Habsburg summer palace: 1,441 rooms, formal gardens stretching to a hilltop Gloriette 
colonnade, and grounds that function as one of Vienna's finest public parks. The Grand Tour (40 rooms) is the 
better choice for 48 hours — the Classic Tour (22 rooms) is faster but less satisfying. The State Rooms are 
extraordinary: the Hall of Mirrors where the young Mozart played for Empress Maria Theresa, the Great Gallery 
where the Congress of Vienna danced in 1815. Allow two hours for the palace and a walk up to the Gloriette for 
the finest panorama in Vienna. 
Insider tip: Book your timed entry slot at schoenbrunn.at the evening before to avoid the morning queue. Arrive 
right at opening — the palace is quietest in the first forty minutes. The gardens are free to enter and open at all 
times; even if the palace is busy, the grounds alone are worth the journey. 

11:30 AM  Naschmarkt 
Vienna's great outdoor market runs along the Wienzeile from Karlsplatz to Kettenbrückengasse — over a 
kilometre of stalls selling Austrian produce, Middle Eastern spices, fresh fish, cheeses, and Würstel. Walk the full 
length once to survey, then return to buy. The permanent restaurants at the far (Kettenbrückengasse) end are the 
most local and least touristy. On Saturdays a flea market extends beyond the food stalls; on weekdays the 
atmosphere is quieter and more authentic. 
Insider tip: The Naschmarkt opens at 6am Monday through Saturday and closes at 7:30pm. The permanent stall 
vendors will offer samples — accept them. The best cheese comes from stall 204. The best coffee comes from 
Café Drechsler at the Linke Wienzeile end: a proper old Viennese café that opens at 3am and serves the market 
workers from pre-dawn. 
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Afternoon  1:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

1:00 PM  Lunch near the Belvedere 
Make your way toward the 3rd and 4th districts. The streets around the Upper Belvedere offer relaxed lunch 
options: Steirereck im Stadtpark — Vienna's finest restaurant and one of the most celebrated in Europe — is 
nearby for a special occasion. For a more everyday option, the cafés along Rennweg and the side streets off 
Landstrasser Hauptstrasse are genuinely local. Keep lunch lighter than last night; you are fuelling for the museum 
and an evening on your feet. 
Insider tip: The Steirereck im Stadtpark lunch tasting menu requires a reservation weeks ahead — book at 
steirereck.at. For a walk-in option, Meixner's Gastwirtschaft on Buchengasse (10th district) is a ten-minute tram 
ride and represents exactly the kind of neighbourhood Beisl the guidebooks consistently miss. 

2:30 PM  Upper Belvedere & Klimt 
The Upper Belvedere is Vienna's answer to the Orsay: a Baroque palace housing the finest collection of Viennese 
Jugendstil and Expressionist painting in the world. The permanent collection occupies three floors and includes 
Klimt's The Kiss — arguably the most recognisable painting in Austria — alongside his Judith and Beethoven 
Frieze. Egon Schiele and Oskar Kokoschka are both represented in depth. Go directly to The Kiss on the first 
floor; then work through the Schiele rooms. Allow ninety focused minutes. Museum fatigue is a genuine risk in the 
Belvedere — leave while you still want more. 
Insider tip: Pre-book your timed entry ticket at belvedere.at. The Belvedere gardens between the Upper and 
Lower palaces are formal and beautiful and free to walk through; allow twenty minutes for them before or after. 
The Lower Belvedere (Orangery) contains the Baroque Museum and is worth a separate visit if your schedule 
allows — it is quieter and less visited than the Upper. 

5:30 PM  Prater & the Riesenrad 
The Prater is Vienna's historic public park: 6 square kilometres of chestnut-lined boulevards, cycling paths, and 
the Wurstelprater amusement district at its western end. The Riesenrad — the giant nineteenth-century Ferris 
wheel that appears in The Third Man — is the centrepiece: a slow, open-gondola revolution over Vienna at dusk 
is one of the finest city views available. A single rotation takes approximately fifteen minutes. The surrounding 
Wurstelprater has a pleasantly faded charm that Wien residents take obvious pride in. 
Insider tip: The Riesenrad queue is shortest on weekday evenings between 5:30 and 7pm. Book tickets online at 
wienerriesenrad.com to skip the box office. The prater Hauptallee — the long central avenue — is excellent for a 
walk or a rented bike between the Riesenrad and Lusthaus at the far end. The ride back to the city centre by U1 
from Praterstern takes seven minutes. 

Evening  7:30 PM – Late 

7:30 PM  Dinner in the Innere Stadt or Leopoldstadt 
Return to the city centre for the evening. For dinner, Zum Wohl on Bauernmarkt (Innere Stadt) is a wine-focused 
modern Austrian restaurant that represents exactly the direction Vienna's restaurant scene has moved in the last 
decade — excellent ingredients, unpretentious service, and a natural wine list that rewards exploration. For a 
more traditional evening, Figlmüller Wollzeile — the original location, not the Bäckerstrasse outpost — books out 
quickly but occasionally has walk-in tables after 9pm. Vienna's late-night bar scene is concentrated in the 
Bermuda Triangle (Rotenturmstrasse area) and in the Naschmarkt district. 
Insider tip: Vienna's café houses are open late and welcome solo travellers reading or writing at a table for as 
long as they wish. Café Hawelka on Dorotheergasse has been the literary and artistic gathering point of Vienna 
since 1939. The Buchteln (warm sweet rolls with jam) served from 10pm onward are the only items on the menu. 
Do not leave Vienna without trying one. 
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W h e r e  t o  E a t  

The No-Tourist-Trap Food Guide — organised by meal type. Prices per person, excluding drinks. None of the 
coffee houses on this list have their menu translated only into English. 

 

B R E A K F A S T  &  C O F F E E  

Café Central €8–16 1st district. Grand fin-de-siècle coffee 
house in a Gothic vaulted hall. Freud 
had a regular table. 

Café Landtmann €9–18 Ringstrasse. Vienna's most elegant 
breakfast. Freud, Mahler, and 
Burgtheater legends. 

Joseph Brot €5–10 Multiple locations. Vienna's finest 
artisan bakery. Sourdough and 
excellent coffee. 

Café Drechsler €6–12 Naschmarkt end. Opens at 3am. The 
most authentically Viennese coffee 
house experience. 

 

L U N C H  

Zum Schwarzen Kameel €12–20 Bognergasse, 1st. Stand at the bar. 
Open sandwiches and Austrian wine 
since 1618. 

Gasthaus Pöschl €18–28 Weihburggasse, 1st. Classic Viennese 
Beisl. Order the Tafelspitz. 

Naschmarkt Stalls €6–15 6th district. Lunch eaten walking. 
Turkish, Middle Eastern, Austrian — all 
excellent. 

Café Hawelka €8–14 Dorotheergasse, 1st. Literary institution. 
Come for the coffee; return at 10pm for 
the Buchteln. 

 

D I N N E R  

Zum Wohl €35–55 Bauernmarkt, 1st. Modern Austrian, 
natural wines. The best current-
generation restaurant in the Innere 
Stadt. 

Steirereck im Stadtpark €120–180 3rd district. One of the finest restaurants 
in Europe. Book weeks ahead. 

Figlmüller Wollzeile €25–40 Original location, 1st. The schnitzel 
Vienna is actually proud of. Veal only. 

Meixner's Gastwirtschaft €18–30 Buchengasse, 10th. The neighbourhood 
Beisl guidebooks consistently miss. 
Authentic. 

 

C A F É S  &  K O N D I T O R E I  



Café Sacher €12–20 Philharmonikerstrasse. The original 
Sachertorte. Beautiful room, tourist 
premium. 

Demel €10–18 Kohlmarkt, 1st. The imperial 
confectioner since 1786. Finest pastry 
counter in Vienna. 

Café Schwarzenberg €9–16 Ringstrasse. Quieter than Central. 
Excellent Melange. Good for an 
afternoon book and cake. 

Konditorei Sluka €7–14 Rathausplatz. Family-run Konditorei 
since 1891. The most local of the grand 
cake shops. 
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N a v i g a t i n g  V i e n n a  

The U-Bahn, Trams & Getting Around 

 

The Vienna City Card 
The Vienna City Card (Wiener Linien) gives unlimited travel on the U-Bahn, trams, and buses within the central 
zones, plus discounts at over 210 museums and attractions. Buy it at any U-Bahn station, the airport, or online at 
wienerlinien.at. Available in 24-hour (€17), 48-hour (€25), and 72-hour (€29) versions. For 48 hours in the city, the 
48-hour card is the obvious choice. Validate it once at the start; no further validation is required for subsequent 
journeys. 

 

U-Bahn Lines You Will Actually Use 

U1 (Red) The most useful visitor line. Stephansdom to Schwedenplatz (Danube 
Canal), Prater/Messe (Praterstern), and onward south. 

U2 (Purple) Schottenring to Karlsplatz via Museumsquartier. Essential for the KHM, 
Belvedere approach, and the Ringstrasse. 

U3 (Orange) Westbahnhof to Erdberg via Stephansplatz. The main east-west spine 
through the Innere Stadt. 

U4 (Green) Heiligenstadt to Hütteldorf via Schönbrunn, Naschmarkt 
(Kettenbrückengasse), and Karlsplatz. Essential for Day 2. 

U6 (Brown) North–south surface line along the Gürtel. Less useful for tourist sights; 
excellent for locals' Vienna. 

Tram D Operates along the Ring. The closest Vienna has to a free sightseeing tram: 
Belvedere to the Opera to the Rathaus. 

 

Practical Transport Tips 
Avoid rush hour: 8:00–9:00am and 5:00–7:00pm on weekdays. The U-Bahn is not unpleasant but the trams 
become crowded. Walk the Ringstrasse instead — it takes twenty minutes to walk its full ceremonial length and 
costs nothing. 
Use Google Maps in transit mode: Real-time Wiener Linien data is integrated and accurate to the minute. The 
most reliable navigation available for visitors. 
Tram D is a free Ring tour: Hop on the Tram D at Schwarzenbergplatz and ride it the full length of the Ring to the 
Rathaus. It connects the Opera, Kunsthistorisches Museum, Parliament, and Burgtheater. Sit near a window and 
watch. 
CAT (City Airport Train): Direct from Vienna International Airport to Wien Mitte/Landstrasse in 16 minutes. €14.90 
single; €24.90 return. The S7 suburban rail is slower (30 minutes) but costs €4.20 with a Vienna City Card add-on 
and is perfectly adequate for arrivals with light luggage. 
Walking distances: Vienna's first district is genuinely compact. Stephansdom to the Hofburg takes eight minutes 
on foot; Karlsplatz to the Belvedere is twelve minutes. Check distances carefully — the city is more walkable than 
most visitors expect. 
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B a c k u p  P l a n s  

The Rainy Day Plan — Vienna is one of the best cities in Europe for bad weather. Its great museums, coffee 
houses, and covered markets make a rainy day a legitimate pleasure rather than a disappointment. 

 

Kunsthistorisches Museum 
Free on the first Sunday of the month. One of the finest art museums in the world — Bruegel, Vermeer, Raphael, 
Caravaggio — housed in an imperial building that is itself worth seeing. Allow a full morning or afternoon. The 
café in the cupola hall is exceptional. 

Vienna Natural History Museum 
Directly opposite the Kunsthistorisches on Maria-Theresien-Platz. One of the great natural history collections in 
Europe, in a building of equivalent grandeur. The meteorite room and the Venus of Willendorf are the highlights. 
Free on the first Sunday of the month. 

Albertina 
Adjacent to the State Opera. The permanent collection spans Monet to Picasso and includes one of the finest 
Dürer print collections in existence. The temporary exhibitions are consistently among the best in the city. Book 
ahead at albertina.at — it sells out in peak season. 

Spanish Riding School 
The Lipizzaner stallions have performed in the Winter Riding School inside the Hofburg since 1565. Morning 
training sessions (open to visitors, no reservation required) offer the most authentic experience at the lowest cost. 
Full performances book out months in advance — check the website for availability. 

The Coffee House Circuit 
Vienna's coffee house culture — recognised by UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural Heritage — was designed 
precisely for days like this. Café Central, Café Landtmann, Café Schwarzenberg, and Café Hawelka are all within 
walking distance of each other. A coffee house morning costs €10–15 in total and is one of the finest experiences 
Vienna offers regardless of weather. 

 

Queue-Beating Strategies 
Book online the evening before: Schönbrunn, Belvedere, Kunsthistorisches Museum, and the Albertina all offer 
timed entry slots. Online booking eliminates the same-day queue for no additional cost. 
Arrive at opening: The Hofburg, Schönbrunn, and the Belvedere are all quietest in the first 45 minutes. The 10am 
crowd arrives around 10:45am. 
Visit Tuesday through Thursday: Monday sees some closures (check individual museums). Friday and Sunday 
bring the highest visitor numbers. The Kunsthistorisches Museum is open until 9pm on Thursdays — the quietest 
and most atmospheric time. 
Skip the Fiaker: The horse-drawn carriage tour through the Innere Stadt is an expensive, slow way to see streets 
you can walk in twenty minutes for free. The horses are well-maintained but the experience adds little. Walk 
instead. 
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K n o w  Y o u r  D i s t r i c t s  

Vienna is organised into 23 numbered districts radiating outward from the Innere Stadt (1st). Here are the eight 
that matter most for your 48 hours. 

 
Innere Stadt (1st) 
 
H I S T O R I C  H E A R T  
 
The medieval core, UNESCO-listed. Stephansdom, 
Hofburg, Graben, Kohlmarkt. The grandest kilometre in 
Austria. Expensive to eat and drink in; non-negotiable to 
walk through. 

Leopoldstadt (2nd) 
 
P R A T E R  &  J E W I S H  Q U A R T E R  
 
Home to the Prater, the Riesenrad, and a historically 
significant Jewish quarter around the Augarten. The 2nd has 
become one of Vienna's most interesting residential districts 
in the last decade — independent restaurants and coffee 
shops alongside the grand public park. 

Mariahilf (6th) 
 
N A S C H M A R K T  &  S H O P P I N G  
 
The Naschmarkt runs along its northern edge; Mariahilfer 
Strasse — Vienna's main shopping street — forms its 
spine. Unpretentious, local, and excellent for lunch 
between the market stalls. The best-value cafés in the 
city are found here. 

Neubau (7th) 
 
D E S I G N  &  I N D E P E N D E N T  C U L T U R E  
 
Vienna's equivalent of Berlin's Mitte or London's Shoreditch: 
independent boutiques, gallery spaces, and restaurants that 
haven't appeared in any English-language guidebook yet. 
Walk the Kirchengasse and Zollergasse for the most 
concentrated independent retail in the city. 

Josefstadt (8th) 
 
Q U I E T  &  R E S I D E N T I A L  
 
One of Vienna's most pleasant walking districts. The 
Theater in der Josefstadt — founded in 1788 — is the 
oldest continuously operating theatre in the city. Café 
Hummel on Josefstädter Strasse is worth the U6 trip for a 
quiet afternoon. 

Alsergrund (9th) 
 
U N I V E R S I T Y  &  F R E U D  
 
The university district, home to the Freud Museum, the AKH 
hospital complex, and some of the most beautiful Historicist 
apartment blocks in Vienna. Quieter than the Innere Stadt; 
the cafés around Währinger Strasse serve a university 
crowd and are genuinely excellent. 

Wieden (4th) 
 
B E L V E D E R E  A P P R O A C H  
 
Connects the Ringstrasse to the Upper Belvedere. The 
area around the Resselpark and Favoritenstrasse is the 
most local and least touristy of the inner districts. The 
streets south of Schwarzenbergplatz contain some of 
Vienna's best neighbourhood restaurants. 

Favoriten (10th) 
 
E M E R G I N G  &  L O C A L  
 
Vienna's most densely populated district is also its most 
underrated. Meixner's Gastwirtschaft is here; so is 
Steirereck's more affordable daytime venue in the nearby 
Stadtpark. Increasingly interesting for food — a fifteen-
minute tram ride from the Innere Stadt. 
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T h e  D a n u b e  C o n n e c t i o n  

Vienna is the crown jewel of the Danube river cruise circuit — arguably the single most important port call on any 
Central European river itinerary. The city sits at the midpoint of the classic Danube route linking Nuremberg or 
Passau in Bavaria with Budapest in Hungary, making your 48 hours here a natural extension of any cruise rather 
than a separate trip. 

 

Vienna as a River Cruise Hub 
The major river cruise lines — Viking River Cruises, AmaWaterways, Avalon Waterways, Tauck, Scenic, and 
Amadeus — all include Vienna as a headline port on their Danube itineraries. Ships typically dock at the 
Reichsbrücke pier (2nd district, Leopoldstadt), a fifteen-minute tram or taxi ride from Stephansdom. Some 
itineraries offer two nights in Vienna; if yours offers only one, consider arriving a day early by train to use this 
guide in full. 

 
Pre-Cruise in Vienna (Recommended) 
 
Arrive two days before embarkation. Use Day 1 of 
this guide for the Innere Stadt and Hofburg; Day 2 
for Schönbrunn and the Belvedere. On 
embarkation day, take the U1 from Praterstern 
directly to the Reichsbrücke pier — seven minutes. 
Board with your city entirely explored. 

Post-Cruise Vienna Stay 

 
If your cruise ends in Vienna, disembark and move 
directly to your hotel in the Innere Stadt. Use Day 2 of 
this guide in reverse: Belvedere in the afternoon, 
Ringstrasse walk at dusk, Stehplatz at the State 
Opera in the evening. Store luggage at Wien 
Hauptbahnhof before your overnight flight. 

 

Getting Between Vienna and Budapest 
The Vienna–Budapest leg is one of the most scenic on the Danube circuit. For those booking independent travel 
around their cruise, the options are excellent. 
By Train (Recommended): Railjet services from Wien Hauptbahnhof to Budapest Keleti depart every two hours. 
Journey time: 2 hours 40 minutes. Book at oebb.at for the best advance fares — typically €25–55 each way. The 
train follows the Danube through the Wachau wine valley, which is itself worth seeing. 
By Hydrofoil: A Mahart PassNave hydrofoil operates between Vienna Schwedenplatz and Budapest Vigadó 
Square from April to October. Journey time: approximately 5.5 hours downstream, 6.5 hours upstream. One daily 
departure each direction; book at mahartpassnave.hu. An extremely pleasant way to arrive — or depart. 
By Private Transfer: Approximately €180–250 for a shared vehicle depending on timing and operator. Worth 
considering for groups or those with heavy luggage on embarkation day. 

 

Half a Day in the Wachau 
If your schedule allows a half-day excursion from Vienna, the Wachau Valley — UNESCO World Heritage listed 
— is ninety minutes west by train or direct Danube steamship. The stretch between Melk and Krems contains 
Baroque monasteries, terraced vineyards producing Austria's finest Grüner Veltliner and Riesling, and villages 
that have barely changed in two centuries. The DDSG Blue Danube steamship from Vienna Schwedenplatz to 
Melk departs daily in season; return by train from Melk to Wien Westbahnhof. 
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Grüß Gott is the greeting 
 
In Vienna, the standard greeting is not Hallo — it is 
Grüß Gott. Use it in shops, cafés, restaurants, and 
when passing someone in a small space. It costs 
nothing and changes every interaction. 

Opera standing room is the city's best deal 
 
Stehplatz tickets for the Vienna State Opera — the most 
prestigious opera house in the world — cost €4–14 and 
offer perfectly adequate sight lines from the standing 
areas at the rear of the stalls. Book nothing; queue 
eighty minutes before curtain at the Operngasse 
entrance. 

A coffee house table is yours indefinitely 
 
In Vienna, once you sit at a coffee house table, it is 
yours for as long as you wish. No one will bring you a 
second menu. No one will ask if you are ready to 
order. Nursing a coffee for two hours while reading is 
not unusual — it is the established purpose of the 
institution. 

The tap water is exceptional 
 
Vienna's drinking water comes directly from Alpine 
springs in the Styrian and Lower Austrian mountains via 
a pipe network built in 1873. It is some of the finest tap 
water in the world. Refusing bottled water is a local point 
of pride. Drink from the fountains; you will not regret it. 

Order coffee correctly 
 
Vienna has its own coffee vocabulary. A Melange is 
espresso with steamed milk (closest to a flat white). A 
Verlängerter is a longer, more dilute espresso. A 
Schwarzer is a straight espresso. An Einspänner is 
black coffee served in a glass with whipped cream. 
Never ask for a 'latte'. 

Sunday almost everything closes 
 
Vienna observes Sunday closures more strictly than 
almost any other major European capital. Supermarkets, 
shops, and most non-tourist businesses are closed. The 
coffee houses, museums, and restaurants remain open. 
Plan your provisions accordingly. 

Wiener Schnitzel must be veal 
 
A genuine Wiener Schnitzel is made from veal (Kalb) 
and fried in lard. A Schnitzel Wiener Art is made from 
pork and is technically correct — but any Viennese 
will tell you it is not the same thing. If the menu does 
not specify Kalb, ask before you order. 

The Würstelstand is an institution 
 
Vienna's street sausage stands — Würstelstände — 
operate at most U-Bahn exits and public squares, often 
into the early hours. The Käsekrainer (pork sausage with 
cheese) is the correct order. Eat it standing at the 
counter with mustard and a roll. A late-night 
Würstelstand stop is a genuine Viennese experience. 
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Vienna awaits.
You have the plan. You have the coffee houses, the palaces,

the Klimt, the Stehplatz ticket, and the Danube connection.

All that remains is to go.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE: FINAL CHECKLIST

Screenshot Day 1 and Day 2 schedules for offline use

Reserve Steirereck or Zum Wohl for dinner (books ahead)

Download Google Maps Vienna offline (Settings → Offline Maps)

Buy or load Vienna City Card — 48-hour version

Pre-book Schönbrunn, KHM, and Belvedere timed entry tickets

Check Vienna State Opera schedule; buy Stehplatz the night before

Check river cruise pier details and transfer timing if applicable

Pack layers. Vienna's weather changes quickly year-round.

Your interactive map is one scan away.

All locations from this guide, colour-coded by day, open on your phone.

goingsolo.life/maps/vienna

GoingSolo.Life
T R A V E L  A L O N E .   L I V E  F U L L Y .


